
 

CULCON XXVIII 

June 5, 2018 
The Cosmos Club, Washington, D.C.  

JAPAN CULCON PANELISTS: 

Chair: 

 Hon. Amb. Ryozo Kato, Former Ambassador to the United States of America 

Vice Chair: 

 Dr. Fumiaki Kubo, Professor, Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, University of Tokyo,      
President, Japanese Association for American Studies 

Panelists: 

 Mr. Isao Kiso, President, Chiba Institute of Science  

 Mr. Naoyuki Agawa, Distinguished Visiting Professor, Doshisha University  

 Dr. Masako Egawa, Professor, Graduate School of Commerce and Management, Hitotsubashi 

University 

 Mr. Hiroyuki Shimatani, Executive Director, Kyushu National Museum  

 Mr. Junichi Chano, Executive Director, The Center for Global Partnership, The Japan Foundation 
 

 Ex-Officio Members:  
 Mr. Kazuaki Kawabata, Director-General for International Affairs, Ministry of Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science, and Technology(MEXT) 
 Mr. Takehiro Shimada, Minister, Communications and Cultural Affairs, Embassy of Japan in the 

United States 
Representing Mr. Kazuhiro Suzuki, Director General, North American Affairs Bureau, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs（MOFA）  

 Mr. Hiroyuki Yamaya, Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, Minister’s 
Secretariat, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 

Representing Mr. Manabu Miyagawa, Assistant Minister, Director-General for Cultural Affairs 
(MOFA) 

JAPANESE GOVERNMENT: 

 Hon. Shinsuke Sugiyama, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the United 
States, Embassy of Japan in the United States 

 Mr. Shintaro Seto, Counselor,  Public Affairs Section, Embassy of Japan in the United States 

 Mr. Yosuke Sato, First Secretary, Public Affairs Section, Embassy of Japan in the United States  

 Ms. Bianca Sanchez, Education and MEXT Scholarship Coordinator , Embassy of Japan in the 
United States  

 Ms. Mai Maita, Assistant Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs(MOFA) 

 Ms. Nozomi Haraguchi, Senior  Specialist, International Affairs Division Minister’s 
Secretariat(MEXT) 

 Mr. Makoto Uchi, Unit Chief, Office for International Cultural Exchange International Affairs 
Division, Agency for Cultural Affairs (CA) 



OBSERVERS:  

 Mr. Yuji Kurihara, Vice Director, National Institutes for Cultural Heritage /Vice Executive Director, 
Kyoto National Museum 

 Mr. Harufumi Murata, Managing Director, Japanese-Language Department, The Japan Foundation 

 Mr. Osamu Honda, Director General, The Japan Foundation, New York 

 Mr. Hideki Hara, Director, The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles 

 Ms. Ai Sugisaki, Senior Officer, International Operations Section II,Japanese-Language Department, 
The Japan Foundation 

STAFF: 

 Ms. Misako Ito, Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Secretariat, The Japan Foundation 

 Ms. Nanako Munakata, Assistant to Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Secretariat, the Japan 
Foundation 

 Ms. Mami Suzuki, Japan CULCON Secretariat, The Japan Foundation 
 


